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Conference recommendation

Chittagong Veterinary and Animal Sciences University (CVASU) has been organizing the annual scientific conference for the last 8 years while this meeting is the 3rd joint event with “One Health One World- Bangladesh Initiative” (One Health Bangladesh). One Health Bangladesh is a national coordinating body to promote the growing popular global “One Health” movement focused to alleviate sufferings of human and animals whilst taking necessary steps towards conservation of the environment. 

Human and animal health emergencies in Bangladesh caused by anthrax, avian influenza, Nipah virus infection, and swine flu over the last five years have highlighted the weaknesses of our national preparedness to protect our people and preserve our natural resources. Sixty percent of human pathogens originate in animals. The recent outbreak of Anthrax, SARS, Avian influenza, swine flu, HIV infection and Nipah virus, illustrate the need for a “One Health” approach which recognizes that human health can only be protected if we also secure animal health and a healthy environment. Because of the myriad interconnected factors that promote the emergence of diseases, many of the actions needed for the control and prevention of emerging diseases and zoonoses are multidisciplinary and need concerted effort. Diverse professionals involved in  practice, research, regulatory medicine, academia, media or industry can assist in meeting the challenge of emerging diseases and zoonoses through education, research, innovation, training and disseminating at all levels. Indeed a "One Health” approach is the most pragmatic approach towards preventing epidemic diseases, maintaining ecosystem integrity and a sustainable development. 
Since the very inception of this “One Health” movement in Bangladesh, CVASU has been deeply  involved with this initiative along with some very active partners such IEDCR, ICDDR,B as manifested by organization of a number of national and international joint conferences, workshops, symposia and seminars where the themes revolved around zoonoses and their control strategies, infectious diseases like avian influenza, Nipah virus infection, food safety and security, pesticide poisoning, and challenges of implementing a One Health approach in Bangladesh.   

As the broad participation in the CVASU annual scientific conference illustrates the “One Health” movement in Bangladesh, is truly gaining momentum. It has already attracted significant attention among different professional groups and policy makers who increasingly recognize that Bangladesh needs a paradigm shift in the national health and environment policy to properly address these emerging threats.

With this background and the deliberations made during the last three days, the 8th Annual Scientific Conference recommends 
· That a “National One Health Commission” be formed immediately by the government of Bangladesh involving multidisciplinary professionals, practitioners, scientists and policymakers.
· The National One Health Commission be given the responsibility:
·  to develop a strategy to address the emerging issues associated with human, animal and ecohealth systems.
· to identify best one health practices and develop action plan that can be adopted in Bangladesh.
· to identify strategies to address problems associated with the trans boundary diseases.
· to identify strategies to institutionalize the one health concept applicable to Bangladesh situation.
· A network be created on the “One Health” approach involving allied institutions, Government organizations, NGOs, community organizations and civil societies and individuals interested in one health approach and promote dialogue, joint activities and investigation on emerging problems and establish mechanism for regular communication
· It is expected that the commission will try to ensure the best use of the resources and manpower available in the health and environmental sectors and maximize its use in the investigation of outbreaks and undertake activities to encourage a broadly collaborative approach to countering zoonotic health threats. #
